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CLINICAL LECTURES. 


ON THE ‘TREATMENT OF SPI- 
NAL ABSCESS. 


By SAMUEL W. GROSS, A.M., M.D., 
Surgeon to the Philadelphia Hospital. 

Many of you will remember this little 
girl, whom I had before you several times 
during the spring months of 1877. As she 
has been under my personal observation 
ever since, and as she is a striking example 
of recovery from spinal abscess, I again 
present her with the double view of giving 
you an opportunity of completing your 
study of the case, and of affording me the 
occasion of explaining my views as to the 
proper mode of treating this most un- 
promising affection. 


Catharine B., aged 12 years, of stru- 
mous parentage, was thrown across a 
stove in the spring of 1874, and was soon 
afterwards confined to her bed-in conse- 
sequence of severe pains in the lower dor- 
sal region, which were followed by angular 
curvature of the spine and paralysis of the 
lower limbs. Upon her transfer from the 
Childrens’ Asylum to my wards, March 
16th, 1877, I found her to be greatly ema- 
ciated, paraplegic, without, however, loss 
of sensation, deprived of appetite and 
sleep, and suffering from hectic fever; 
and I was told by Dr. Perkins, under 
whose care she had been, that the tem- 
perature during the vesperal exacerba- 
tions reached 1033°. There was a decided 
hump in the lower dorsal region, the 
greatest prominence being formed by the 
eleventh dorsal vertebra, and a large ab- 
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scess was pointing in the right loin. In 
searching for the cause of the constitu- 
tional disturbance, I found that a psoas 
abscess was discharging freely on the out- 
side of the right thigh, about three inches 
below Poupart’s ligament. 

As I desired to bring the child before 
you on the following day, I did not open 
the abscess; but, in the event of its spon- 
taneous evacuation, which seemed to be 
imminent, I directed my assistant, Dr. Van 
Valzah, to have her closely watched, so 
that he could at once apply the dressings 
in the manner which I shall presently de- 
scribe. On my next visit, at the expira- 
tion of twenty-four hours, I found that 
the abscess had discharged itself, and had 
been dressed as I had requested, and that 
she had been put upon twelve drops of 
deodorized laudanum, which was repeated 
every twelve hours. Under this treatment 
and generous diet, at the end of two weeks, 
she had greatly improved; the hectic fever 
had ceased, and the temperature was 
reduced to 99°. At the close of another 


fortnight, Sayre’s plaster jacket was ap- 
plied, and, in another four weeks, she was 


making herself useful in the ward. 

The opening of the lumbar abscess 
closed on the 27th of July, and the plas- 
ter dressing was discontinued on the Ist 
of November. For the past seven months 
the discharge from the psoas abscess has 
diminished to from one to two drachms of 
pus daily, and it is doubtless kept up by 
an imprisoned necrosed piece of the body 
of a vertebra, which it is, of course, im- 
possible to reach. In other respects the 
child is perfectly well. 

The management of abscesses depend- 
ent upon caries of the vertebre has al- 
ways engaged serious attention, since they 
are the most common causes of a fatal 
issue in angular curvature of the spine, 
from the constitutional disturbance which 
ensues upon their spontaneous or artificial 
evacuation. While it is true that small 
collections of pus, particularly those seat- 
ed in the dorsal region, are occasionally 
absorbed, of which occurrence I have met 
with one example in this hospital, it is 
equally true, that lumbar, iliac, and psoas 
abscesses generally attain large dimen- 
’ sions, and that their tendency is not to a 
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cure by resolution, but to death from hec- 
tic irritation, septicemia, or pyzemia. 

With the view of preventing consecutive 
fever, it is customary to open spinal ab- 
scesses by a valvular incisiun or by pneu- 
matic aspiration, the object being to avoid 
the admission of air into their interior, 
under the idea that the reaction is due to 
the passage into the blood of the putrid 
material engendered by the contact of the 
air with the pus. Acting upon this theory, 
I was formerly in the habit of resorting 
to subcutaneous puncture; but the uni- 
formly bad termination of my cases led 
me to abandon the practice. No better 
results attended the aseptic method in my 
hands. Ina case of psoas abscess con- 
nected with disease of the last dorsal and 
first. lumbar vertebra, and of which I 
show you the specimen, the pus was evac- 
uated under lint saturated with carbolized 
oil, and the free opening afterwards kept 
covered with carbolized paste spread upon 
tinfoil. The patient, a woman twenty-five 
years of age, rapidly succumbed. In an- 
other case of abscess presenting itself in 
the loin, and treated in the same manner, 
the result was identical. Under the old 
plan, in which air was excluded from the 
sac, hectic always set in; while, under the 
more modern method, nothwithstanding 
the employment of a powerful germicide 
in the two instances in which I resorted 
to it, a fatal systemic disturbance ensued. 
From the fact, then, of irritative fever oc- 
curring, whether air was admitted or not, 
I was led to question the accuracy of the 
atmospheric explanation of the dangers 
of opening spinal abscesses; and I now 
altogether discard the theory that the en- 
trance of air is the cause of the untoward 
symptoms. 

That putrid changes are not set up in 
pus by the contact of the surrounding air 
is strikingly shown by what is known as 
the open-air method of treating recent 
wounds, such as those made in amputa- 
tion, or in the excision of morbid growths, 
of which you have recently had a good 
illustration in the case of lymphoma re- 
moved from the axilla. In empyema with 
pneumothorax, in which the inspired air 
is intimately mixed with the pus, there 
are no signs of septicemia from the ab- 
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sorption of the mixture. So also in in- 
stances of pyothorax, after the matter has 
been let out by free opening, experience 
shows that putrid changes do not occur 
in the fluid that remains behind. Reason- 
ing, then, from analogy, it is difficult for 
me to comprehend why the innocuous at- 
mospheric air should be held to be the 
cause of the ill effects of evacuating spinal 
abscesses. 

If the hypothesis of putrid changes in 
the cavity of the abscess from the admis- 
sion of air be abandoned, in what manner 
are the evil symptoms to be explained ? 
In the elucidation of this question, I feel 
convinced that we must look to acute in- 
flammation of the sac of the abscess, in- 
duced by the loss of support of its walls, 
through which rapid nutritive changes 
ensue from diminution of the resistance 
of its vessels to the increased pressure of 
the blood, and through which the cyst 
itself is subjected to injury. 

The sac of a spinal abscess, formed as 
it is of a firm membrane, known as the 
pyogenic membrane, and the surrounding 
stretched and altered tissues through 


which the pus has travelled in its efforts 
to reach the surface, differs from that of 
@ superficial chronic abscess, in that its 
sides do not contract and approximate 


after its evacuation. Asa result of the 
tension of its vessels, due partly to the 
compression exerted upon them by the ac- 
cumulated pus, and partly to the infil- 
trated condition of its walls, its blood 
supply is comparatively slight, and the 
formation of pus is a slow process. From 
the very moment, however, that the circu- 
lation and nutrition of the cyst are dis- 
turbed by the withdrawal of its contents, 
from that moment the tension of the ves- 
sels is lost, and, as natural consequences, 
more blood is sent to the heretofore 
slightly vascular membrane, its surface 
becomes studded with minute granula- 
tions through the dilatation of the old ca- 
pillaries and the development of new ones, 
and pyogenesis goes on at a greatly in- 
creased rate. So rapid, indeed, is the 
production of pus that a day or two suf- 
fices to cause the abscess to attain dimen- 
sions which, in its closed state, was the 
work of months. After several evacua- 
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tions, it is, moreover, a matter of repeated 
observation that the pus is not only thin 
and somewhat putrid, but that it is more 
or less streaked with blood, the latter phe- 
nomenon being readily explicable by the 
rupture of the softened capillaries from 
the insult to which they have been sub- 
jected by the alternate relaxation and dis- 
tension of the pyogenic membrane during 
the discharge or accumulation of the con- 
tents of the abscess. 

In illustration of the changes which 
ensue in the limiting sac, I show you a 
water-coloured drawing of a psoas abscess 
that had undergone spontaneous evacua- 
tion after several subcutaneous punctures. 
Instead of a smooth, almost bloodless 
membranous cyst, you will observe that 
the sac is highly vascular, beset with 
patches of ecchymosis, and covered with 
a grayish-white layer of aplastic lymph, 
with points of greenish discoloration, and 
areas of fatty transformation. 

The theory of inflammation of the sac 
of the abscess, from the injury to which 
it has been subjected, as the cause of the 
consecutive fever after its spontaneous or 
artificial opening, is not original with me, 
my attention having first been directed to 
it by the article on Diseases of the Spine, 
contributed, in 1862, by Mr. Alexander 
Shaw, of London, to the System of Surgery, 
edited by Mr. Holmes. Mr. Shaw does 
not appear, however, to have utilized the 
explanation as a guide to practice, since 
he merely advises that such abscesses be 
treated on general principles. Other au- 
thors hold substantially similar views, 
among the most recent of whom is Pro- 
fessor Hodgen, of St. Louis, who, in a 
paper on Antiseptic Surgery, contained in 
the Zransactions of the International Medi- 
cal Congress, Philadelphia, 1876, says that 
the bad symptoms consequent upon open- 
ing chronic abscesses are not due so much 
to the admission of air as to the rekindling 
of destructive inflammation in their walls. 
Having based the management of these 
cases upon the truth of the hypothesis, I 
am led to call your attention to it, with 
the hope that it may prove as efficient in 
your hands as it has in my own. 

The essential elements of the treatment 
are, first, to afford rest to the sac by sup- 
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port of its walls; and, secondly, to tran- 
quillize the system at large, and control 
morbid action by the free exhibition of 
anodynes. 

To fulfil the first indication, after the 
evacuation of the pus by a free incision, 
whereby an outlet for any detached frag- 
ments of bone is also afforded, adhesive 
strips, about one inch in width, are ap- 
plied over the empty abscess, in such a 
manner that each succeeding one shall 
envelop one-half the preceding one, care 
being taken not to embrace the entire 
body or limb, as the case may be. An 
opening having been made in the dress- 
ing, so as to admit of free drainage, a 
large, soft, flat, moist sponge is confined 
over the parts by a couple of adhesive 
strips and a roller, and kept wet to pro- 
mote its expansion, whereby gentle, equa- 
ble, and systematic compression is stead- 
ily maintained. So long as the discharge 
continues to be abundant, the outer cov- 
erings will require a daily change, but the 
adhesive plaster may be alluwed to remain 
as long as it retains its hold, although for 
the first few days substitution will be ne- 
cessary every forty-eight hours. As soon 
as the granulating process has sufficiently 
advanced, as indicated by the marked 
diminution in the quantity, and the alter- 
ation in the quality of the pus, the dress- 
ings may be discontinued. 

Employed in this way, compression ex- 
erts its good effects by supporting the 
walls of the abscess, through which they 
are not only kept at rest, but the tonicity 
of their capillaries is maintained, whereby 
the pyogenic process is diminished, and 
the danger of hemorrhage averted. By 
approximating its sides, moreover, less of 
a cavity remains’ to be closed by granula- 
tions, and the healing process is much 
expedited. 

With the view to allay nervous and vas- 
cular excitement, and thereby more effect- 
ually ensure rest to the parts and the sys- 
tem at large, opium should be given in 
full doses for the first five or six days 
after the evacuation of the abscess. The 
value of anodynes in moderating the con- 
stitutional irritation has long been insisted 
upon by Professor Gross, and, if I mis- 
take not, we are indebted to him fur hav- 
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ing pointed out the importance of this 
class of remedies in his System of Surgery, 
which first appeared in 1859. 

With regard to other measures, it need 
scarcely be said that they should be of a 
tonic and sustaining nature, and that 
the inflamed and disintegrated vertebrie 
should be relieved of the pressure and 
friction exerted upon them by the super- 
imposed parts, by means calculated to ex- 
tend and to prevent motion of the spinal 
column. 

In the case of the child, there can be 
no reasonable doubt that if the treatment, 
which I have outlined, had not been in- 
stituted, a fatal issue would have been 
rapid from the sudden and profuse drain 
to which her already exhausted system 
would have been subjected. So hopeful, 
indeed, was I of a favourable result, that 
I intentionally omitted the internal exhi- 
bition of quinia, and relied solely upon 
support of the sac and sustained doses of 
opium to prevent untoward symptoms. 
Under their agency the improvement in her 
general condition was most marked; and 
the application of the plaster jacket was 
only delayed because her sensitiveness and 
want of strength would not admit of her 
being swung in the suspending apparatus. 
Under opposite circumstances, this inval- 
uable means of fixing and relieving the 
disintegrated vertebree from pressure 
should be resorted to at once, and an 
opening be made in the dressing to re- 
ceive the compressing sponge, which 
should be confined by a roller. 

For an ingenious mode of applying the 
dressing, I cannot do better than refer 
you to p. 881 of Professer Sayre’s work 
on Orthopedic Surgery, where you will find 
the details of a case of lumbar abscess 
which confirm the correctness of my 
views as to the benefit to be derived from 
supporting the sac, although the distin- 
guished author advances no theory as to 
the cause of the dangers of evacuating 
spinal abscesses. 

In further illustration of this subject, I 
will read you the notes of the first case in 
which I instituted the practice that was 
afterwards followed in that of the little 
girl. As it occurred before the invention 
of the plaster jucket, 1 hud to content my- 
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self with enforcing strict recumbency, and 
fixing the spine, so far as it was possible 
to do so, with the brace that the man was 
wearing when I first saw him. As he also 
made a good recovery, I am led to con- 
clude that, however valuable complete 
control over the movements of the spine 
may be in furthering and perfecting a 
cure, it is not essential with the view of 
averting hectic or other ill consequences. 

John L., a weaver, aged 30, consulted 
me on the 24th of September, 1868, on ac- 
count of scolio-cyphosis, the upper dorsal 
vertebrae being curved to the left, and the 
sixth and seventh dorsal spines project- 
ing at least an inch and a half beyond the 
surrounding level. The left lumbar re- 
gion was the seat of a hemispherical fluc- 
tuating swelling, which was devoid of 
heat, tenderness, and discoloration, and 
extended from the spine to the posterior 
border of the external oblique muscle, 
measuring four by four inches and three- 
quarters in its vertical and transverse 
diameters. He was weak and emaciated, 
having lost nearly twenty pounds of flesh, 
and had been forced to abandon his occu- 


pation. 

The previous history, for which and for 
assistance in carrying out the treatment 
I am indebted to my friend, Dr. James 
Graham, was that, eleven months before 
I saw him, he began to complain of pain 
at the seat of the curvature, which soon 


became constant. Three months subse- 
quently, his attendant discovered what he 
supposed to be scoliosis, for the relief of 
which a support was worn. He continued 
to work on half-time for six months, suf- 
fering from occasional aggravation of the 
locul pain, which was much increased by 
walking. Three months before he came 
to me, the left loin was the seat of throb- 
bing paroxysmal pain, and at that time he 
noticed a small swelling, which had grad- 
ually increased until it attained the di- 
mensions to which I have alluded. 

Under a tonic and supporting regimen 
and strict recumbency, his appetite soon 
improved, his suffering abated, and he be- 
came comfortable. 

On the 4th of April, 1869, or after the 
lapse of six months, it was noted that 
“he is again losing fivsh and strength ; 
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the pain in the dorsal region is severe; 
the abscess has increased in size; and the 
skin is thinned and discoloured to the ex- 
tent of a ten-cent piece towards its poste- 
rior limit.” It was then discovered that 
he had been in the habit of sitting up in 
bed to take his meals, and rising to pass 
his excretions. 

On the 18th of April, a free incision 
gave vent to a large amount of strumous 
pus; the dressings were applied in the 
manner already described; and he was 
directed to take a grain of opium every 
six hours, along with quinia, milk punch, 
and a nourishing diet. One week later 
the report showed that ‘the sponge had 
been changed every day, and the entire 
dressing every other day. The discharge 
is abundant; he has had no constitutional 
disturbance, aud is perfectly comforta- 
ble.” 

On the 3d of May, ‘the is gaining 
strength; the appetite is improving, and 
the discharge is decreasing.” From this 
time until April 8th, 1870, or nearly one 
year after the evacuation of the abscess, 
when he left the city, he maintained the re- 
cumbent posture faithfully. For several 
months he had experienced no pain on 
motion or firm pressure; the affected ver- 
tebrae appeared to be firmly consolidated ; 
he had grown quite fat; the appetite was 
good; all the functions were regular, and 
the discharge did not amount to more than 
one drachm in the twenty-four hours. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 

American Medical Association. —The 
twenty-ninth annual meeting of the Ame- 
rican Medical Association was held at 
Buffalo, June 4, 5, 6, and 7, Dr. T. G. 
Richardson, President, in the chair. 

June 4th —The Association was called 
to order at 11 A.M. by the President, 
Dr. T. G. Richardson, of New Orleans. 

Dr. Thomas F. Rochester, of Buffalo, 
Chairman of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, in a short address extended @ cor- 
dial welcome to the Association. 

The list of delegates registered was 
then read. 
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Several charges and protests were pre- 
sented and referred to the Judicial Council. 

The following gentlemen were elected 
members by invitation: Drs. George W. 
Stone, U.S. Marine Hospital Service; F. 
Lange, of Kiel, Germany; and Edward 
Hutchinson, of Utica, N. Y.; and the fol- 
lowing were elected to Permanent Mem- 
bership: Drs. George J. Northrup, of 
Marquette, Mich.; Stanford E. Chaillé, 
of New Orleans; and L. G. Thacker, of 
Defiance. 

The President then delivered his An- 
nual Address, Prof. James P. White, of 
Buffalo, Vice-President, occupying the 
chair. 

Dr. Brodie, of Detroit, presented his 
report as delegate from the Association to 
the Canadian Medical Association. 

Dr. E. Seguin, of New York, presented 
the report of the delegation to the Inter- 
national Medical Congress of Geneva, ‘to 
advocate the adoption of a progressive 
uniformity of means of observation and 
record.” 


June 5th.—The chairman of the Cam- 
mittee of Arrangements presented the 
names of the following as members by 
invitation: Drs. Bray and Murphy, of 
Chatham, Ont.; J. E. Graham, M.D., of 
Toronto, Secretary of the Toronto Medical 
Society; Dr. T. Mack, Dr. T. Clark, of 
St. Catherine’s; Dr. McCargo, of Caledo- 
nia, Ont.; Dr. Dunn, of Lodi, N. Y., and 
Dr. George Rightmire, of Jacksonville, 
N.Y. And the name of Dr. Wm. S. Tre- 
maine, U.S. A., Fort Dodge, Kansas, as a 
permanent member. 

The following report was then offered 
by the Judicial Council :— 

The ‘charges against Dr. J. M. Keller, 
presented by Dr. G. W. Lawrence, were 
dismissed as being unworthy of any con- 
sideration. 

The charges against the Society of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., presented by Dr. 
P. J. Dwyer, are incapable and unaccom- 
panied by witnesses and testimony where- 
by the Judicial Council might be able to 
act. 

The Arkansas petitions referring to the 
State Medical Society were dismisse 
without action. ? 
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The charges against the Michigan State 
Society by Dr. W. W. Jones, will be re- 
ported upon by Dr. N. S. Davis, Chair. 
man of the Judicial Council. 

The charges against W. T. Barr, M.D., 
of Abingdon, Va., presented by Dr. Ulrich, 
of Chester, Pa., were dismissed by the 


Council. 
S. N. Benuam, M.D., 


Secretary. 


P. S.—With reference to the communi- 
cation from the State Medical Society of 
Arkansas, notifying the Association that 
the Hot Springs and Garland County 
Medical Society was not recognized by the 
State Medical Society, and protesting 
against the reception of any member of 
that Society, it is decided that under the 
By-Laws of this Association said Hot- 
Springs and Garland County Society loses 
its recognition with the Association from 
date of its severance from the State So- 
ciety. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Illinois, then read 
the appended report of the Judicial Coun- 
cil concerning the charges against the 
Michigan State Medical Society, referred 
to the Council by the Association at the 
Annual Meeting in June, 1877 :— , 

The charge in this case was alleged 
violation of the Code of Ethics on the 
part of the Michigan State Medical So- 
ciety, in electing as a delegate to this 
Association Dr. E. L. Dunster, of the 
University of Michigan, knowing him,to 
be engaged in aiding and abetting the 
graduation of students devoted to an ex- 
clusive dogma in medicine. 

After a most careful examination of the 
Code of Ethics, as it has appeared in the 
Transactions of this Association from year 
to year, the Judicial Council fail to find 
any section or paragraph in it that refers, 
even remotely, to the practice that con- 
stitutes the foundation of the charge under 
consideration. That any member of the 
medical profession proper should ever 
engage in teaching, examining, and certi- 
fying to the qualifications of students, 
knowing that such teachings and exami- 
nations were to aid said students in ob- 
taining a diploma directly admitting 
them into a fraternity of irregular prac- 
titioners—was evidently not contemplated 
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by the framers of our Code of Ethics; 
and hence they inserted no clause or sec- 
tion bearing upon that subject. The only 
provision in the Code referring to those 
engaged in an attempt to practise medi- 
cine in accordance with some * exclusive 
dogma,” is in the section regulating con- 
sultations at the bedside of the sick. If 
the Judicial Council of this national or- 
ganization should assume that the section 
of the Code just referred to indicated the 
“spirit” of those who framed and adopted 
it, and on that assumption apply it to 
matters and practices entirely foreign to 
those mentioned in the doctrine itself, it 
would not only violate all the accepted 
principles of judicial construction, but 
would establish a precedent in latitudi- 
nous construction of the Ethical Code 
more dangerous to the best interests of 
the profession than all thy evils sought to 
be remedied in the case under considera- 
tion. 

It-is true that this Association has 
adopted at different times two resolutions 
having reference to the subject involved 
in the charge against the Michigan State 
Medical Society, which still stand as ex- 
pressions of opinion unrepealed. But 
these resolutions constitute no part of the 
Code of Ethics; neither is obedience to 
them enjoined by the Constitution and 
By-Laws on State and Local Medical 
Societies as @ condition of representation 
in this Association. Therefore, while 
deprecating the practice of aiding or 
abetting in any way the teaching and 
graduation of students known to be sup- 
porters of irregular and exclusive dog- 
mas in medicine, as beneath the dignity of 
right-minded teachers of an honourable 
and liberal profession, your Judicial 
Council can find no clause in either the 
Constitution, By-Laws, or Code of Ethics, 
as they now exist, under which the charge 
against the Michigan State Society can 
be entertained and adjudicated. 

An animated discussion followed the 
reading of the report, and was partici- 
pated in by Drs. J. M. Toner, N. 8, 
Davis, 8S. C. Busey, J. J. Woodward, Wm. 
Brodie, and Thomas Menees. The first 
named moved to refer the report back to 
the Judicial Council, and the same was 
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seconded by Dr. Busey. Dr. Menees of- 
fered an amendment to the effect that the 
report be referred back to the Council with 
instructions to draft a law governing the 
defect complained of and embracing a 
penalty for the punishment of the viola- 
tion of the law. Before any action could 
be taken, the hour for the next order of 
business arrived. 

Prof. Henry H. Smith, of Philadelphia, 
Chairman of the Section of Surgery and 
Anatomy, then delivered his address, 
taking for his subject: ‘‘Certain points 
on the Pathology of the Bones, especially 
Tubercle.” After alluding to the opinion 
of former years that the skeleton was in- 
tended to support the body, he mentioned 
that recently a new function had been 
assigned it, the bones being now regarded 
by many as a ‘*focus for the origin of the 
white and red corpuscles of the blood 
and through which serious diseased mat- 
ter was introduced into the general circu- 
lation.” 

After showing its connection with sep- 
ticemia and blood poison, he discussed 
the original progress of tubercles in the 
bones, and their influence on Pott’s hip 
disease, both of which he thought were of 
tubercular origin. The Address was re- 
ferred to the Publication Committee. 

Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, of New York, 
by request, next presented the essential 
features of a paper prepared by Dr. E. 
Seguin, of New York, on.‘ The laterven- 
tion of Physicians in Education,” read by 
the author before the Section on State 
Medicine and Public Hygiene the day 
before. 

Dr. Hamilton offered the following reso- 
lution, which was unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this 
Association medical men ought to have a 
voice in the construction and location of 
public school buildings; in the question 
as to the age at which children should be 
admitted, the hours of study, and the 
general management of these institutions; 
and to this end it is believed to be neces- 
sary that one or more intelligent physi- 
cians should be placed upon Boards 
of Education, Boards of Trustees, and 
upon other similar boards having the 
control of public education and schools. 
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Moses Gunn, M.D., of Ill., Vice-Presi- 
dent, took the chair, and Dr. E. W. Jenxs, 
of Mich., Chairman of the Section on Ob- 
stetrics and Diseases of Women and Chil- 
dren, delivered an address on ‘‘ The Causes 
of Sudden Death of Puerperal Women.” 
On motion it was referred to the Section 
on Obstetrics. 

A recess of ten minutes was taken to 
select the Committee on Nominations, and 
the following were appointed :— 

Arkansas, A. Linthecum; Colorado, J. 
F. Bancroft; Connecticut, B. H. Catlin; 
District of Columbia, J. M. Toner; Geor- 
gia, W. F. Westmoreland ; Illinois, Moses 
Gunn; Indiana, Jas. F. Hibbard; Iowa, 
G. P. Hanawald; Kansas, C. V. Motbram; 
Kentucky, J. M. Bodine; Louisiana, O. 
P. Langeworthy; Massachusetts, C. T. 
Collins; Maryland, T. B Evans; Maine, 
S. H. Weeks; Michigan, J. R. Thomas; 
Minnesota, C. P. Adams; Mississippi, W. 
M. Compton; Missouri, J. M. Allen; New 
Jersey, S. Lilly; New York, J. P. Gray; 
New Hampshire, Dr. Adams; North Caro- 
lina, Chas. Duffee, Jr.; Ohio, J. W. Rus- 
sell; Pennsylvania, A. Fricke; Rhode 
Island, T. C. Lawton; Tennessee, J. H. 
Van Deman ; Virginia, J. L. Cabell; Wis- 
consin, W. Kempster; West Virginia, 
J. C. Hupp; United States Navy, Dr 
Duvall; United States Army, Dr. J. R. 
Smith. 

Dr. J. R. Bronson, of Mass., offered the 
following preamble and resolutions :— 

Whereas, By the report of the Judicial 
Council submitted this day, we are in- 
formed that the ethical code of this Asso- 
ciation is imperfect in that it does not 
recognize by its letter a conceded viola- 
tion of the spirit of our profession in its 
relation to irregular medicine. Therefore, 

Resolved, That said Council be instruct- 
ed to submit to this Association at their 
meeting for its consideration an amend- 
ment to the Code covering this omission. 

The above was on motion referred to 
the Judicial Council as a Committee. 

Dr. Foster Pratt, of Mich., offered a 
resolution in relation to the legal status of 
the insane, which was referred to the Sec- 
tion on Medical Jurisprudence. 


June 6th.—Dr. Rochester, Chairman of 
the Committee of Arrangements, pre- 
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sented the following names for members 
by invitation :— 

Dr. Lawrence D. Trowbridge, of Ni- 
agara, N. Y.; Dr. Thomas McLean, of 
Goderich, Ont.; Dr. W. W. Potter, of 
Batavia, N. Y ; Dr. D. H. Kitchen, Sn- 
perintendent of New York State Inebriate 
Asylum at Binghamton, N. Y.; Dr. H. 
R. Clark, Geneva, N. Y.; J. F. Goff, Caze- 
novia, N. Y. 

A protest to the registration of a New 
York State delegate was read, and re- 
ferred to the Judicial Council. 

The Judicial Council reported that the 
charges against the Iowa State Medical 
Society, and Scott County Medical Soci- 
ety, presented by Dr. P. J. Farnsworth, 
are dismissed, because the subject had 
been already adjudic ted by the Council 
at their Detroit meeting in 1874. They 
also reported that in the matter of the 
Washtenaw .County Medical Society, it 
was decided that the Ann Arbor Society 
be entitled to two delegates to the present 
meeting The report went over for one 
year. 

Dr. Alfred C. Post, of New York, moved 
that the first two on the list from the Ann 
Arbor Medical Society be received as 
delegates, the others remaining 1s mem- 
bers by invitation. Carried. 

Dr. A. N. Bell, of New York, offered 
the following resolution, which was laid 
over until next year:— 

Resolved, That Section Four, on Medi- 
cal Jurisprudence and Psychology, and 
Section Five, on State Medicine and 
Public Hygiene, be consolidated into one 
section as Section Four. 

Dr. N. 8S. Davis, of Illinois, for the 
Judicial Council, presented the following 
report proposing an amendment in addi- 
tion to the Code of Ethics, and action on 
the same was deferred, according to the 
rules, for one year:— 

In obedience to the instructions of this 
Association, the Judicial Council, acting 
in the Capacity of a Committee, have 
unanimously instructed me to report to 
your honourable body the following 
amendment and addition to paragraph 1, 
article 1, of the second division of the 
Code of Ethics, under the general head- 
ing, ‘Of the duties of physicians to each 
other, and to the profession at large,” 
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and the special heading, ‘‘ Duties for the 
support of Professional Character.” The 
same, when finally adopted, to be added 
at the end, and to constitute a part of said 
Paragraph 1, of Article 1. The proposed 
addition is in these words: ‘‘And hence, 
itis considered derogatory to the inter- 
ests of the public, and the honour of the 
profession, for any physician or teacher 
to aid, in any way, the medical teaching 
or graduation of persons knowing them 
to be supporters and intended practi- 
tioners of some irregular and exclusive 
system of medicine.” 

Dr. J. M. Toner, of Washington, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Necrology, 
presented his annual report. It was a 
very voluminous document, containing 
sketches of seventy-five physicians who 
had died during the past year, and owing 
to its great length was not read, but re- 
ferred at once to the Committee on Pub- 
lication. 

The Secretary reported that the Com- 
mittee on Catalogue of National Library 
was not prepared to make a report, and 
asked to be continued. Granted. 


Dr. A. L. Loomis, of New York, Chair- 
man of the Section on Practical Medicine, 
Materia Medica and Physiology, then de- 
livered an address, which was on motion 
referred to the Section on Practical Medi- 


cine. 

Dr. James P. White, of Buffalo, offered 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of five be 
appointed to confer with General Meyer, 
upon the subject of making observations 
as to the existence of ozone in various 
localities, and take such other steps and 
measures in the matter as may be neces- 
sary for the success of the object. 


The Committee on Nominations pre-- 


sented the following report : 

After due consideration the Committee 
on Nominations respectfully report that 
they have nominated the following gentle- 
men for the various offices named, to 
wit:— 

President.—Theophilus Parvin, M.D., 
of Indiana. 

Vice- Presidents. —A. J. Fuller, M.D., of 
Maine; W. F. Westmoreland, M.D., of 
Georgia; John Morris, M.D., of Mary- 





117 


land; John H. Murphy, M.D., of Minne- 
sota. 

Treasurer.—Rich’d J. Dunglison, M.D., 
of Pennsylvania. 

Librarian.—Wm. Lee, M.D., of District 
of Columbia. 

Committee on Library.—John Eliot, 
M.D., of District of Columbia. 

Next Place of Meeting —Atianta, Geor- 
gia. 

Time of Meeting —The first Tuesday in 
May, 1879. 

Assistant Secretary.—Scott Todd, M.D, 
of Atlanta, Ga. 

Committee of Arrangements.—J. P. Lo- 
gan, Chairman; H. V. M. Miller, G. G. 
Crawford, H. L. Wilson, J. F. Alexander, 
J. M. Johnson, Charles Pinckney, V. H. 
Tallioferro, J. T. Johnson, of Atlanta, 
Ga. 

The Committee also report the follow- 
ing nominations for Chairmen and Secre- 
taries of Sections for 1879: 

I. Practice of Medicine, Materia Medica 
and Physiology.—Dr. Thomas F. Roches- 
ter, of Buffalo, N. Y., Chairman; W. C. 
Glasgow, of St. Louis, Mo., Secretary. 

II. Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
and Children.—E. S. Lewis, of New Or- 
leans, Chairman; J. R. Chadwick, of 
Boston, Mass., Secretary. 

Ill. Surgery and Anatomy. — Moses 
Gunn, M_D., of Illinois, Chairman; Dr. 
J. R. Weist, of Indiana, Secretary. 

1V. Medical Jurisprudence, Chemistry, 
and Psychology.—Dr. Wm. M. Compton, of 
Mississippi, Chairman; L. M. Eastman, 
of Maryland, Secretary. 

V. State Medicine and Publie Hygiene.— 
Dr. John S. Billings, of District of Co- 
lumbia, Chairman; Dr. J. T. Reeve, of 
Wisconsin, Secretary. 

Judicial Council. —To fill a vacancy 
caused by death: John P. Gray, of Utica, 
N. Y.; in place of the seven whose tern. s 
expire at this meeting: D. A. Linthicum, 
of Arkansas, Foster Pratt, of Michigan, 
A. Woodward, of Connecticut, J. M. To- 
ner, of District of Columbia, J. H. Van 
Deman, of Tennessee, S. M. Benham, of 
Pennsylvania, R. N. Todd, of Indiana. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. M. Toner, Chairman, 
Joun C. Hupp, Secretary, 
of the Committee. 
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Prof. Davis, of Chicago, presented a 
majority report of the Special Committee 
on the recommendations contained in the 
annual address of President Bowditch, 
delivered in Chicago last year, from which 
the following is extracted :— 

After a careful review of the whole 
subject, indeed by many years of careful 
observation in the Sections of the Asso- 
ciation, the undersigned would recom- 
mend no change in the present by-laws 
and ordinances regulating the working of 
the Sections, except the striking out of 
the paragraph in section 11, of the by- 
laws, commencing with ‘‘ Papers appro- 
priate to the several Sections,” etc., and 
inserting in its place the following :— 

“¢Tt shall be the duty of every member 
of the Association who proposes to pre- 
sent a paper or report to any one of the 
Sections to either forward the paper, or 
a title indicative of its contents, and its 
length, to the Chairman of the Committee 
of Arrangements at least one month be- 
fore the annual meeting at which the 
paper or report is to be read. It shall 
also be the duty of the President and 
Secretary of each Section to communi- 
cate the same information to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Arrangements 
concerning such papers and reports as 
may come into their possession or knowl- 
edge for their respective Sxctions the 
same length of time before the annual 
meeting. And the Committee of Ar- 
rangements shall determine the order of 
reading or presentation of all such pa- 
pers, and announce the same in the 
form of a programme for the use of all 
members attending the annual meeting. 
Such programmes shall also contain the 
rules specified in the by-laws and ordi- 
nances concerning the consideration and 
disposal of all papers in the Sections.” 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

N. 8. Davis, 
8. D. Gross. 


Dr. Bowditch, of Mass., presented the 
following minority report : 

The undersigned still holds to the 
opivion that the submission to trained 
experts of all papers read or presented 
to the various Sections of the Associa- 
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tion, would tend to make our published 
Transactions more interresting, and vastly 
to increase their scientific merits, al- 
though perchance making them less 
bulky. 

He believes, moreover, that some other 
of the amendments suggested by him 
would ultimately be of service to the 
Association. 

He admits the cogency of the argu- 
ments of the majority of the Committee 
in regard to permanent membership. 

He still adheres to the idea that the 
time spent in discussions in regard to the 
by-laws in any scientifie body is com- 
monly so much time wasted, which 
should be spent in more congenial and 
appropriate work, and that no changes, 
even though deemed very important by a 
few, should be made in the organic law, 
if they do not meet with favor with a 
large majority of the body. 

And, finally, in full confidence that 
with our present by-laws, if the Chuair- 
men and Secretaries of the Sections and 
of the Committee of Arrangements will 
do thoroughly their respective duty, the 
meetings of this Association and its 
Transactions will annually grow better as 
they have done in the past, the under- 
signed will not oppose the report of the 
majority of the Committee. 

Henry I. Bowpircu. 


The majority report was adopted unani- 
mously. 

Dr. J. L. Cabell, of Virginia, Chair- 
man of the Section on State Medicine 
and Public Hygiene, delivered an address 
on State Medicine and Public Hygiene, 
which was on motion referred to the Sec- 
tion on Hygiene. 

Dr. Sayre then arose to a question of 
personal privilege, and a-ked that the 
Secretary be requested to place him upon 
record as opposed to the resolution adopt- 
ed at Detroit last year, which declared 
that a fracture of all long bones could 
not occur without shortening. Granted. 


June 7th.—The President announced 
that the Committee on Ozone, whose ap- 
pointment was ordered, would consist of 
Doctors N. 8. Davis, of Illinois, J. S. Bil- 
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lings, U. S. Army, W. N. Geddings, South 
Carolina, J. M. Toner, District of Colum- 
bia, and S. M. Bemiss, of Louisiana. 

The Committee of Arrangements report- 
ed in favour of the following named phy- 
sicians becoming members by invitation : 
W. J. A. Case, Hamilton, Ont.; George 
N. Burwell, Brigham Hall, Canandaigua ; 
George Waters, Coburg, Ont.; H. C. Hill, 
Lockport, N. Y.; V. E. Ellsworth, East 
Otto, N. Y.; A. A. Hubbel, Leon, N. Y.; 
John W. Whitbeck, Rochester, N. Y. 

Dr. J. S. Hibbard, of Indiana, offered 
the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That hereafter it shall be the 
duty of the Committee on Necrology to 
confine their reports to the death of med- 
ical men who have been members of this 
Association, and at the time of death were 
still in good fellowship or honourably sep- 
arated from the Association. Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. A. N. Bell, of N. Y., 
the committee appointed two years ago 
for the organization of State Boards of 
Health, was continued. 

A communication from the Pennsylvania 
State Medical Society in reference to 
the Metric System, was read hy the Sec- 
retary, and ordered to be placed upon the 
record. 

A resolution was offered by Dr. Seguin, 
of N. Y., and adopted, asking the con- 
firmation of Doctors Sims, Drysdale, and 
Seguin, as delegates to Europe for the 
question of Medical Uniformity, to report 
next year. 

Dr. Davis offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Section on Practical 
Medicine, and Materia Medica and Phys- 
tology, recommend the appointment by 
the American Medical Association of a 
committee of five members, to whom shall 
be referred so much of the recommenda- 
tions in the address of the President of 
that Section as relates to the establish- 
ment of proper sanitariums for consump- 
tives, and the more accurate utilizing of 
the various mineral waters of our country, 
with instructions to report at the next 
meeting of the Assogiation. 

The Chair announced that the Commit- 
tee would consist of Doctors H. I. Bow- 
ditch, Massachusetts; A. N. Bell, of New 
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York; J. L. Cabell, of Virginia; 4. S. E. 
Chaillé, of Louisiana, and Charles Denni- 
son, of Colorado. 

The President announced the appoint- 
ment of the following delegates :— 

To European Medical Societies—Doctors 
Sims, Drysdale, Seguin, Daly, Halber- 
stadt, Levis, and W. H. Pancoast. 

To the Canadian Medical Association— 
Doctors Brodie, Todd, E. N. Brush, and 
W. Clarke. 

The following resolutions were report- 
ed back from Section 1V., and upon the 
recommendation of that body adopted :— 

Resolved, That the personal restraint of 
the insane is an essential element of the 
medical treatment of their disease, the 
use of which, as a therapeutical agency, 
may be justified by their insanity, just as 
the use of it as a police agency, for the 
prevention of injury to person or pro- 
perty, is justified by their dangerous con- 
duct. 

Resolved, That, while none question the 
necessity for specific statutory provision 
to regulate the restraints of those insane 
persons who are wholly or partly a public 
charge, we maintain that it is the duty 
of relatives and friends, and it is also their 
natural and inherent right, whether de- 
clared or understood by statute, to re- 
strain and to care for their sick or insane 
relatives as a private patient, at his or 
their expense, in his or their home, or in 
a legally recognized and regulated hospi- 
tal; and that the exercise, by them, of so 
much restraint as is essential to the pro- 
per treatment of his disease, is not a vio- 
lation of his rights of personal liberty ; 
and 

That their duty and right to exercise 
such remedial restraint, are subject to 
State surveillance or legal limitation only 
so far as may be necessary to prevent 
their neglect of the duty or to punish 
their abuse of the right. 

The following amendment offered a year 
ago, by Dr. S. C. Scott, of Obio, and 
others, was taken from the table and 
adopted :— 

“Add to the five existing Sections a 
Section for Ophthalmology, Utology, and 
Laryngology, which shall be known and 
designated as Section VI.” 





120 


On motion, Dr. Hermann Knapp, of New 
York, was appointed Chairman of the new 
Section, and Dr. 8S. C. Scott, Secretary. 

Dr. Walter Kempster, of Oshkosh, Wis., 
Chairman of the Section of Medical Ju- 
risprudence, Chemistry, and Psycholo- 
gy, delivered an able address on * The 
Relation of Pathology to the so-called 
Motor Centres.” 

Dr. Richard J. Dunglison, of Phiiadel- 
phia, reported as follows:— 

The Treasurer has the honour to report 
a balance in the Treasury at the end of 
the fiscal year of $2446.02. This amount 
is much larger than would have been 
found there had any deduction been made 
to pay the Permanent Secretary an hono- 
rarium for his services for the previous 
year. For the first time for a number of 
years the Association at its last meeting 
omitted to pass a resolution appropriating 
money to this end, and the Treasurer was 
thus left without authority to devote the 
funds of the Association to such a pur- 
pose. The annual amount, whatever it 


might be, voted by that body to its Secre- 
tary was an honorarium and not a salary, 


the Association having decided in 1873, 
upon the adverse report of a committee 
appointed in 1872 to decide upon the pro- 
priety of making the office a salaried one, 
that “‘no amount of specified salary be 
attached to the office.” Ever since that 
time an honorarium, not a salary, has been 
paid him by the Treasurer, but never 
without authoritative order of the Associ- 
ation conveyed by annual resolution. 

The Treasurer is in constant receipt of 
applications from members for volumes of 
the Transactions of the Association which 
are entirely out of print. As some of the 
members are in possession of scarce vol- 
umes which they may not wish to retain, 
the Treasurer will cheerfully act as a me- 
dium of exchange and thus accommodate 
those who are anxious to complete their 
sets. [Here followed a financial state- 
n ent showing that the receipts had been 
$5612.47 and the expenditures $3166.45. ] 

On motion, $700 was voted to the Per. 
manent Secretary for the performance of 
his duties. 

The Committee on Prize Essays report- 
ed that the successful essayist was Dr. 
John A. Wyeth, of New York. 
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The report of the Library Committee 
was read. 

Dr. J. M. Keller, of Arkansas, offered 
the following resolution, action upon which 
was deferred under the rule for one year: 

Resolved, That in future the Committee 
on Nominations shall present the name of 
no person for appointment or election to 
office or position, save on the Committees 
on Necrology and Climatology, unless the 
party nominated be in attendance on the 
Association at the time. 

Dr. J. J. Caldwell, of Maryland, offered 
a resolution creating a new section upon 
‘“*Neurology and Electrology.” Action 
was deferred for one year. 

Dr. Maddox, of Maryland, offered an- 
other resvlution, creating a section on 
‘¢ Diseases of the Genito-Urinary Organs, 
including Dermatology and Syphilis.” 

The following resolutions, offered by 
Dr. J. M. Toner, of Washington, were 
unanimously adopted :— 

Whereas, a short time previous to the 
meeting of this Association, Professor Jo- 
seph Henry, late Secretary of tae Smith- 
sonian Institute, departed this life full of 
years and of honours; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the American Medical 
Association hereby offers its tribute of re- 
spect to the name of this illustrious man, 
whose pure and noble life, as well as his 
great attainments and actual discoveries, 
have long since placed him at the head of 
the men of science in this land. 

Resolved, That while we share the com- 
mon grief of all his fellow-countrymen on 
the occasion of his death, we believe his 
name will be embalmed in the memory of 
his contemporaries and of posterity, and 
we hold up his example for the emulation 
of all lovers of the truth, now and here- 
after. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be transmitted to the Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institute and to the family 
of the deceased. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, called up the fol- 
lowing amendments, proposed by him at 
the meeting in 1877, and the sume were 
adopted :— 

Strike out all of third paragraph, Section 
VIII, “It shall be the duty of every mem- 
ber of this Association, who learns that 
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any existing medical school departs from 
the published conditions of graduation, to 
report the fact at the annual meetings; 
and, on proof of the fact, such school shall 
be deprived of its representation in this 
body.” 

Strike out all of second paragraph, Sec- 
tion IX., ‘This Association recognizes 
asa ‘regular organized’ medical college 
one that has been represented at any 
meeting, and that complies with the rules 
and directions fuund in the published 
Transactions, vol. xiii. page 33.” 

A proposed amendment in reference to 
the election of officers was offered by Dr 
Hitchcock, of Michigan, and under the 
rules it was laid over for a year. 

At this point, the President-elect, Dr. 
Theophilus Parvin, of Indiana, was intro- 
duced by Dr. Richardson. 

Dr. Parvin made a brief address, in 
which he took occasion to express in elo- 
quent terms both his thanks and sense of 
gratification for the honour conferred in 
his election. 

Dr. Van Deman, of Tennessee, in a few 
well chosen remarks, offered the usual 
resolutions of thanks. 

On motion, the Association adjourned 
to meet in Atlanta, Ga., on the first Tues- 
day in May, 1879, 

Pennsylvania State Medical Society.— 
The Medical Society of Pennsylvania met 
at Pittsburgh, May 29th, Dr. D. Hayes 
Agnew, of Philadelphia, President, in the 
chair, 

The following resolutions, in reference 
toa higher standard of medical education, 
were adopted: — 

Resolved, That every member of a 
county society, organized, or which may 
hereafter be organized, under the regula- 
tions of the Medical Society of the State 
of Pennsylvania, before receiving any per- 
son as a student of medicine, shall require 
him to enter into a contract to pursue his 
studies for a period of not less than three 
years; and it shall be the duty of his 
preceptor to present to him a certificate, 
countersigned by the secretary of the 
local society of which he is a member, 
setting forth the facts as above stated. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of 
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all members of the profession, holding 
allegiance to the Medical Society of the 
State of Pennsylvania, to recommend 
their students to attend only such medical 
colleges as rigidly enforce the full three 
years’ course of study in their curricu- 
lum, and otherwise conduce to elevate 
the standard of graduation. 

The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year:— 

President, Dr. James L. Stewart, of 
Erie. Vice-Presidents, Drs. J. T. Carpen- 
ter, of Schuylkill; William Goodell, of 
Philadelphia; J. V. Bean, of Lancaster ; 
A. M. Pollock, of Pittsburgh; L. Turn- 
bull, of Philadelphia. Secretary, I. N. 
Kerlin, of Delaware. The next meeting 
will be held at Chester, on the third 
Wednesday in May, 1879. 

Medical Society of the State of New Jer- 
sey.—The one hundred and twelfth annual 
meeting of this society was held at Spring 
Lake, May 28 and 29, 1878, Dr. H. R. 
Baldwin, of New Brunswick, President, 
in the chair. The following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year: President, 
Dr. John S. Cook, of Hackettstown. Vice- 
Presidents, Drs. A. W. Rogers, of Pater- 
son; A. N. Dougherty, of Newark; and 
William Elmer, Jr., of Trenton. Secretary, 
William Pierson, Jr., M.D, of Orange. 
The next meeting will be held at Engle- 
wood. 


Illinois State Medical 


Society.—The 
twenty-eighth annual meeting was held 
at Springfield, May 21st and 22d, 1878, 
Dr. J. L. White, of Bloomington, Presi- 


dent, in the chair. The following gen- 
tlemen were elected officers for the ensuing 
year: President, E. P. Cook, of Mendota. 
Vice-Presidents, Drs. James Whitmire, 
of Metamora, and George W. Jones, of 
Danville. 

The Medical Association of the State of 
Missouri.—The annual meeting of the 
State Medical Association was held at 
Sweet Springs, May 21st and 22d. The 
following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: President, E. W. Schautf- 
ler, M.D., of Kansas City. Vice-Presi- 
dents, Drs. G. M. B. Maughs, of Saint 
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Louis; W. P. King, of Sedalia; W. Hum- 
phrey, of Mexico; J. M. Pelot, of Browns- 
ville; Jacob Geiger, of Saint Joseph. 
Secretaries, A. J. Steele, M.D., and G. A. 
Moses, M.D., of Saint Louis. The next 
meeting will be held at Sweet Springs. 


Arkansas State Medical Society.—The 
third annual meeting was held at Fort 
Smith, May lst and 2d, 1878. The fol- 
lowing officers were elected: President, 
Dr. A. A. Horner, of Phillips Co. Vice- 
Presidents, Drs. T. W. Hurley, of Ben- 
. ton; W. H. Hawkins, of Little River; J. 
S. Shibbley, of Logan; and Isaac Folsom, 
of Lonoke. Secretary, Dr. R. G. Jen- 
nings. The next meeting will be held at 
Little Rock, on the first Wednesday of 
May, 1879. 


Medical Society of North Carolina.— 
The twenty-fifth annual meeting was held 
at Goldsboro, May 14th, Dr. R. L. Payne, 
President, in the chair. The follow- 
ing officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: President, Dr. Charles Duffy, Jr., 
of Newbern. Vice-Presidents, Drs. J. A. 
Gibson, of Concord; Willis Alston, of 
Littleton; James McKee, of Raleigh ; and 
A. A. Hill, of Lexington. Secretary, Dr. 
J. L. Picot, of Littleton. The next meet- 
ing will be held at Greensboro, on the 
third Tuesday in May, 1879. 


University of Pennsylvania.—Dr. Har- 
RISON ALLEN has been elected Professor 
of Physiology in this institution. 
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Tolerance of Chloroform.—Some pa- 
tients are dangerously affected by chlo- 
roform inhalations, while in others 
tolerance is obtained with considerable 
difficulty. It may also happen that 
chloroform, although obviously indi- 
cated in other respects, cannot be em- 
ployed, on account of severe cardiac 
complications. A case of this latter kind 
presented itself to Professor Occhini, of 
Naples. ‘Lithotomy was urgently re- 
quired for the extraction of a large cal- 
culus; but the patient was of very 
nervous temperament, enfeebled by 
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chronic suppuration, and affected with 
mitral insufficiency, the pulse being ir- 
regular, intermittent, and thready. On 
consultation, it was decided that an op- 
eration was absolutely required, but 
that anesthetics were as absolutely con- 
tra-indicated. Under these discouraging 
circumstances, Professor Occhini resolved 
on trying the preventive effect of am- 
moniacal inspirations on the chloroform 
inhalations by which they were imme- 
diately followed, the theory adopted by 
the Professor being that the stimulant 
action of the ammonia on the nervous 
and vascular system would counterbalance 
the depressing influence of the anesthe- 
tic. Some preliminary experiments gave 
encouraging results; the method was 
then applied; a very large calculus was 
extracted without any disturbance of the 
vascular or nervous systems, and the pa- 
tient made a good recovery in thirty 
days. Encouraged by this result, M. 
Occhini made several experiments on pa- 
tients labouring under cardiac disease in 
its various stages, and thus confirmed the 
conclusion at which he had arrived, that 
the tolerance of chloroform can be in- 
sured by the preventive use of ammonia- 
cal inhalations.—Medical Zxaminer, April 
25, 1878. 

Poisonous Infant Powder. — The Eng- 
lish journals report cases of poisoning 
of infants by the use of poisonous violet 
powder. The symptoms varied from those 
of a rash resembling roseola to those of 
erysipelas. Analysis has shown the pow- 
der to be adulterated in some cases with 
arsenic to the extent of fifty per cent. 
In other cases fuller’s earth, lead, etc., 
were found. 

Deaths from Chloroform.—A case of this 
occurring in the dentist’s chair is reported 
in the British Medical Journal for May 18, 
1878; another case will be found in the 
number for May 25th, and two more, 
which occurred at the Edinburgh Royal 
Infirmary, in the issue of June Ist. 

Death under Ether.—A coal-porter, over 
fifty years of age, was admitted into the 
London Hospital for strangulated hernia 
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last week. He was a well-developed man, 
and had been the subject of inguinal her- 
nia more than three years, but till the 
last week bad always been able to restrain 
it, and had never worn a truss. He had 
never experienced any special inconve- 
nience from the rupture till four days be- 
fore his admission to the hospital, when 
he was troubled with abdominal pain, 
complete obstruction of the bowels, and 
frequent vomiting, latterly becoming 
fecal. His general health had been fail- 
ing in an increasing degree during the last 
few years, so that he had sought medical 
advice. When admitted to hospital, he 
complained much of abdominal pain, and 
was unable to reduce his rupture. When 
examined, he presented a large scrotal 
hernia, somewhat tense. During the ex- 
amination, he began vomiting fecal mat- 
ter. Taxis having been used, but the 
symptoms remaining unrelieved, it was 
considered advisable to place the man 
under an anesthetic. The house-surgeon 
accordingly administered ether, using not 
more than an ounce and a half in all. The 
patient came under the influence of the 
ether rapidly, and without difficulty or 
adverse symptoms. The local examina- 
tion was then proceeded with. The pa- 
tient’s respirations were perfectly regular, 
and his pulse good, when, about six mi- 
nutes after inhalation began, a sudden 
spasmodic inspiratory sound was heard, 
as if he were choking. His tongue was 
immediately drawn forward with the for- 
ceps; but respiration had ceased, al- 
though his pulse continued to beat for 
another half-minute. Silvester’s artificial 
respiration was employed, but no sponta- 
neous inspiratory effort followed. During 
the artificial respiration, some fecal mat- 
ter came up into the mouth. These 
efforts were continued a quarter of an 
hour, but proved useless. At the post- 
mortem examination, the left ventricle was 
found contracted ; but the heart appeared 
healthy. The lungs were extremely con- 
gested. There was fecal staining of the 
cesophagus and larynx, but no such mat- 
ter had been drawn into the jungs. The 
liver was healthy. The kidneys were 
slightly granular, but not congested. The 
portion of small intestine which had been 
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strangulated was about twenty inches in 
length, extremely congested, with com- 
mencing peritonitis upon its surface. It 
must be remembered that in such a case 
as this, where strangulation had existed 
four days and was attended with constant 
vomiting and a feeble circulation, there 
were many circumstances predisposing to 
death besides the administration of ether. 
—British Med. Journal, May 18, 1878. 
The Microphone in Diagnosis. — Dr. 
RicHaRpson has been experimenting dur- 
ing the last week with Professor Hughes, 
the distinguished discoverer of the micro- 
phone, or sound magnifier, in order to as- 
certain whether the apparatus can be 
applied to diagnostic purposes in ausculta- 
tion of the lungs and heart. It has been 
assumed that an instrument which makes 
the steps of a fly audible at a long dis- 
tance can at once render any movement 
in the human body acutely perceptible 
through the sense of hearing. This is, 
however, @ premature assumption. By 
means of the microphone, Dr. Richardson 
has been able to detect the respiratory 
murmur and the sounds of the heart, but 


not practically better, up to this time, 


than with the stethoscope simply. The 
fact is that there is considerable difficulty 
in making the sounds which are heard 
through the stethoscope pass in the form 
of electrical vibrations to the ear, and un- 
til this is achieved the application of the 
microphone for the purpose of diagnosis 
is not available. Further experiments 
are, however, in progress, and we shall 
hope soon to have to record that the pre- 
sent difficulties are overcome. To listen 
to a watch or a small. clock through the 
microphone is to listen to every part, as 
it were, of the inanimate mechanism, so 
that the smallest defects are detectable ; 
and if the same analysis of motion can be 
applied to the animal mechanism, Laennec 
himself will find an historical rival in Pro- 
fessor Hughes.—Lancet, May 25, 1878. 


The Chair of Medicine at the College of 
France.—Dr. Brown-SéquarpD has been 
nominated by the faculty as the successor 
of Claude Bernard in the Chair of Medi- 
cine. We understand that his confirma- 
tiou is assured. 





BURNETT ON THE EAR—Now Ready. 
THE EAR; ITS ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY, AND DISEASES. A 


Practical Treatise for the Use of Medical Students and Practitioners. 


By CHartes 


H. Burnett, M.A., M D, Aural Surgeon to the Presbyterian Hospital, Surgeon in 


Charge of the Infirmary for Diseases of the Ear, Philadelphia. 


In one handsome 


octavo vol. of 615 pages, with eighty-seven illustrations ; cloth, $4 50; leather, $5 50, 


This is an excellent treatise, and is worthy of 
a place among the favorite and reliable works in 
every student’s and practitioner's library. It 
presents the present aspect of Otology in a clear 
and comprehensive manner, is free from use- 
less verbiage and tedious theory. In addition 
to the original investigations of the author, made 
from an extensive clinical experience, he has 
freely availed himself of the labors of others, 
and given us, in proper form, the germ of truth 
which his extensive knowledge of the literature 
of the subject and vast research has enabled 
him to glean. We heartily commend the work 
as a valuable text-book fur the student, and a 
reliable aid to the practitioner.—TJuledo Med. 
and Surg. Journ., April, 1878. 

Almost all the known diseases of the ear are 
described in a thorough manner, and the treat- 
ment advised is judicious. Space would fail us 
here to analyze the many good qualities of the 
book, the many new and interesting investiga- 





tions which are for the first time here incorpo- 
rated in a text-book, the familiarity of the author 
with the literature of his eubject, and the judi- 
cious selection which he has made from it, both 
in regard to pathology and treatment. The book 
as a whole, we can most heartily commend asa 
very fair exponent of our otological knowledge, 
and a safe and reliable guide in practice.— Boston 
Med. and Surg. Journ., Jun. 10, 1878. 

The author of this work may be congratulated 
on having accomplished the task of presenting to 
the profession, clearly aud concisely, the present 
aspect of otology. It is a more than ordinary 
pleasure to review a book in which there is so 
much to be commended, and so little to be criti- 
cised asin this. The course of treatment advised 
is, in the main, wise and judicious, and is the 
result of iutelligent ob-ervatiou of the effect of 
such treatment —Chicago Med. Journ. and Ex- 
aminer, Jan. 1878, 


FOTHERGILL’S HANDBOOK OF TREATMENT—Just Issued. 
THE PRACTITIONER'S HANDBOOK OF TREATMENT: OR, THE 


PRINCIPLES OF THERAPEUTICS. 


By J. Mitner Foruercit, M.D., Assistant Phy- 


sician to the Hospital for Diseases of the Chest, to the West London Hospital, etc. ete. 
In one very neat octavo volume of about 575 pages: cloth, $4. 


Our friends will find this a very readable book; 
and that it sheds light upon every theme it 
touches, causing the practitioner to feel more cer- 
tain of his diagnosis in difficult cases. We con- 
fidently commend the work to our readers as une 
worthy of careful perusal. It lights the way 
over obscure and difficult passes in medical prac- 
tice. It is a book every practitioner needs, and 
would have if he knew how suggestive and help- 
ful it would be to him. —S+. Louis Med, and 
Surg. Journ., April, 1877. 


None can read it without being impressed with 
the immense amonat of common sense which is 
possessed by the author, as well as patural tact 
in interpreting the indications of treatment. His 
style is clear and agreeable, and he has the 
faculty of expounding the fundamental prin- 
ciples of medicine intuch a wey as to give them 
a practical application to treatment. It is, in 





fact, one of the most interesting, entertaining, 
and instructive works of its kind that we have 
ever read.— Med. Record, March 17, 1877. 

We heartily commend this book to the medi- 
cal student as an honest and intelligent gnide 
through the mazes of therapeutics, and assure 
the practitioner who has grown gray in the har- 
ness that he will derive pleasure and instruction 
from its ‘perusal. Valuable suggestions and 
material for thonght abound throughout —Bosc. 
Hed. and Surg. Journ., March 8, 1877. 


In conclusion, we must say that it is long since 
we have read £0 attractive, practical, and valu- 
able a work. It is one that will bear long and 
close acquaintance, and the more often it is read, 
and thecloser it is studied, the more will its value 
be appreciated by the practitioner, and the more 
will the latter become of value to his patient.— 
St. Louis Clinica: Record, April, 1877. 


FARQUHARSON’S THERAPEUTICS—Now Ready. 
A GUIDE TO THERAPEUTICS. By Roserr Farqunarson, M.D., Lec- 


turer on Medicine at St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School. 


Edited, with Additions, 


by Frank Woopsury, M.D. In one neat royal 12mo. volume of over 400 pages ; 


cloth, $2. 


This work supplies a want long felt of a book 
of small size, containing all the essentials of ma- 
teria medica, but without heing burdened with 
botanical or pharmaceutical details. What 
strikes us as being exceedingly useful in the 
work is the plan adopted of comparing the phy- 
siological with the therapeutical action of each 
drug; this object is carried out by arranging 
them in corresponding columns, iv diagram maiic 
form. The alphabetical arrangement of the rem- 
edies we consider as very advantageous. In 
every instance. where a drug is known to possess 
merit, it is very thoroughly considered, and its 
therapeutical action mapped out for the reader 
We recommend this work to the profession.—N. 
0. Med. and Surg. Journ., March, 1878. 


It fits right into a place which was unoccupied. 
The student or recent gradaate will particularily 
appreciatethisfact He has his mind stored with 
much which he finds it difficult to utilize, and he 





yearns for some sort of an aid to this end, and 
we know of no work calculated more effectively 
to satisfy this yearning. Thearrangement of the 


matter is very ingenious It is printed in two 
parallel columns, and in corresponding para- 
graphs; in one column the physiological action 
of the remedy is discussed and in the other its 
therapeutical ; thus the two may be compared 
without being obliged to forage through the whole 
book, as is the case with many other works, The 
book contains many admirable formula, many 
of which are usefal,in that they specify palatable 
excipients for some of our most disagreeable 
drugs.—M‘ch, Med, News, Feb. 25, 1878. 

On account of its systematic arrangement, it 
will greatly assist the student in memorizing, 
and to the practitioner it is invaluable as a bovk 
of reference — Nashville Journ. of Med. and 
Surg , March, 1878, 


HENRY C. LEA—Philadelphia. 





